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agreement affecting tlie Northwest was concluded
in 1785, through George Rogers Clark and two
other commissioners, with the Wyandots, Dela-
wares, Chippewas, and Ottawas. By it the United
States acquired title to the southeastern half of
the present State of Ohio, with a view to survey-
ing the lands and raising revenue by selling them.
Successive treaties during the next thirty years
gradually transferred the whole of the Northwest
from Indian hands to the new nation.

Officially, the United States recognized the
validity of the Indian claims; bat the pioneer
homeseeker was not so certain to do so. From
about 1775 the country south of the Ohio filled
rapidly with settlers from Virginia and the Caroli-
nas, so that by 1788 the white population beyond
the Blue Ridge was believed to be considerably
over one hundred thousand. For a decade the
"Indian side," as the north shore was habitually
called, was trodden only by occasional hunters,
traders, and explorers. But after Clark's vic-
tories on the Mississippi and the Wabash, the
frontiersmen grew bolder. By 1780 they began to
plant camps and cabins on the rich bottom-lands
of the Miamis, the Scioto, and the Muskingum;
and when they heard that the British claims in